
In today’s Gospel, Jesus finds some time for quiet and prayer. He sends his disciples ahead of him by 
boat, dismisses the crowds, and then withdraws to the mountain to pray. 
 
The disciples do not fare well. They struggle to weather the wind and waves, making little progress in 
their journey. We are reminded of a previous story in Chapter 8 of Matthew’s Gospel, when Jesus calms 
the seas. This time, however, Jesus does not calm the seas, and the disciples do not express fear until 
they see Jesus walking toward them on the water. In this story it is not the storm that is feared but the 
sight of Jesus before them, whom they mistake for a ghost. 
 
Clues like these suggest that this story is about the disciples’ growing understanding of the identity of 
Jesus. Today’s Gospel is about what the disciples’ faith in Jesus will enable them to do.  Jesus calls to the 
disciples and calms their fears. He is not a ghost. The impulsive Peter seeks proof that the person is 
indeed Jesus. He asks Jesus to call him out onto the water, and Jesus grants this request. Peter’s fear and 
doubt overtake him, however, once he is walking on the water. Jesus reaches out to Peter and saves him. 
When Jesus and Peter enter the boat, Matthew reports that the wind ceases, and the disciples confess 
that Jesus is the Son of God. 
 
Faith in Jesus will enable the disciples to do the work that Jesus has done. Peter walks on water. The 
disciples can and will participate in the work of the kingdom of heaven. When Peter fears and doubts 
the person of Jesus, however, he falters. Peter’s example teaches us that true Christian ministry emerges 
from the faith that Jesus is the Messiah, God’s only Son.                                                                  Loyola Press 
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http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew8.htm


En el Evangelio de hoy, Jesús encuentra un tiempo para la quietud y la oración. Envía a sus discípulos delante de él en 

una barca, despide a la multitud y luego se retira a la montaña para orar. 

 

A los discípulos no les va bien. Luchan para capear el viento y las olas, y progresan poco en su viaje. Nos recuerda una 

historia anterior en el capítulo 8 del Evangelio de Mateo, cuando Jesús calma los mares. Esta vez, sin embargo, Jesús no 

calma los mares, y los discípulos no expresan miedo hasta que ven a Jesús caminando hacia ellos sobre el agua. En esta 

historia no es la tormenta lo que se teme, sino la vista de Jesús ante ellos, a quien confunden con un fantasma. 

 

Pistas como estas sugieren que esta historia trata sobre la creciente comprensión de los discípulos sobre la identidad de 

Jesús. El Evangelio de hoy trata sobre lo que la fe de los discípulos en Jesús les permitirá hacer. Jesús llama a los 

discípulos y calma sus temores. Él no es un fantasma. El impulsivo Pedro busca pruebas de que la persona es en verdad 

Jesús. Le pide a Jesús que lo llame al agua, y Jesús le concede esta petición. Sin embargo, el temor y la duda de Peter lo 

invaden una vez que camina sobre el agua. Jesús se acerca a Pedro y lo salva. Cuando Jesús y Pedro suben a la barca, 

Mateo informa que el viento cesa y los discípulos confiesan que Jesús es el Hijo de Dios. 

 

La fe en Jesús permitirá a los discípulos hacer la obra que Jesús ha hecho. Pedro camina sobre el agua. Los discípulos 
pueden y participarán en la obra del reino de los cielos. Sin embargo, cuando Pedro teme y duda de la persona de Jesús, 
titubea. El ejemplo de Pedro nos enseña que el verdadero ministerio cristiano surge de la fe en que Jesús es el Mesías, el 
Hijo único de Dios. 

 

Tue. Aug. 15th, Assumption 
of Mary. (Holy Day of 
Obligation)                                            
12 Noon English Mass.                          
6:30 pm Bilingual Mass  

Aug. Sat. 26th & Sun 27th  
Mission Appeal. Cachagua Mass 
7pm   

Sep. Sun. 17th 2023 
Catechetical Sunday.  
Commissioning of Catechists                                                 
- First Day of Catechism Classes.              
1st Communion Classes after 9 
am Mass                                              
- Confirmation and RCIA after 
11:15 am Mass  

Fri. Sep. 22nd 2023                            
6:00 pm Crab Dinner (more 
information to follow)  

                         

I-Breviary 

On November 1, 1950, Venerable Pius XII defined the Assumption of 
Mary to be a dogma of faith: "We pronounce, declare and define it to be 
a divinely revealed dogma that the immaculate Mother of God, the ever 
Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was                  
assumed body and soul to heavenly glory." The pope proclaimed this 
dogma only after a broad consultation of bishops, theologians and laity. 
There were few dissenting voices. What the pope solemnly declared was 
already a common belief in the Catholic Church. 
 
We find homilies on the Assumption going back to the sixth century. In 
following centuries the Eastern Churches held steadily to the doctrine, 
but some authors in the West were hesitant. However, by the thirteenth 
century there was universal agree-
ment. The feast was celebrated under 
various names (Commemoration, 
Dormition, Passing, Assumption) 
from at least the fifth or sixth                         
century.   
 
Scripture does not give an account of 
Mary's Assumption into heaven. 
Nevertheless, Revelation 12 speaks 
of a woman who is caught up in the 
battle between good and evil. Many 
see this woman as God's people. 
Since Mary best embodies the people 
of both Old and New Testament, her 
Assumption can be seen as an exem-
plification of the woman's victory.  
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• Confirmation: Tess Arthur (1st year), Alondra 
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Weekday Mass 

Wednesday — Friday, 12 noon 

Weekend Mass 

Saturday Vigil at 4:30 PM 

Sunday at 9:00 and 11:15 AM in English, 5:00 

PM in Spanish 

Reconciliation 

Saturday at 3:30 PM and by appointment 

Office Hours 

Wednesday — Friday:                                           

10 AM - 12 PM; 2 - 4 PM 

The church is open Wednesday — Sunday from 

10 AM to 4 PM for personal prayer. 

“At the heart of silence is prayer. At the heart 

of prayer is faith. At the heart of faith is life. At 

the heart of life is service.”  St. Teresa of Avila 

Mass Intentions August 12th  – 18th 2023        

Sat. Aug. 12th 4:30: + Roman & + Mercedes Selis 
Sunday Aug 13 th 9:00: + Rev. John McSweeney 

11:15: + Doris Rovero 
5:00: + Anita Rojo, + Febronia Lopez, + Salvador Cabrera 

Tues. August 15th Solemnity of the Assumption 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 
12:00: + Sebastian Reny 

6:30: (Bilingual) + Ofelia Gonzalez 
Wed. Aug 16th 12:00: + Anita Zumach 

Thurs. Aug 17th 12:00: + Ellen Bates 
Fri. Aug 18th 12:00: + Jim Luttrell  

 

August 5-6 2023 
 

General Fund and EFT: $3,236.79 
 



     

 

 


